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The Principle of Indeterminacy 

and the Sub/ecfiVe Infinite 
L E O N E VIVANTE 

To try to understand the nature of 
indeterminism we must study the na
ture of the infinite and consider its 
various meanings. 

1) There is the indeterminate-infi
nite and subatomic physics. This shows 
only that strict determinism— în physics 
—̂ has not been demonstrated, and that, 
at any rate, it could probably not be 
reached. Here we do not see the infinite 
as intimate value and reality. 

2) There is the objective indetermi
nate-infinite, as when we talk of the 
infinite of space, of time, of the stars, 
of drops of water in the sea, of grains 
of sand. The objective infinite does not 
constitute a value in itself, but it can 
represent an incentive, an occasion, a 
medium of expression for the intimate-
infinite and for a value of originality. 

3) Altogether different is the in
tensive indeterminate-infinite, that is, 
the infinite of identity (i.e. the interior, 
substantial, dynamic, subjective, inti
mate . . . infinite). This is deeply im
manent in physic reality, or better still, 
it is all one with it. The terms "poten
tiality" (actuallyexperienced), "unique
ness," "undivided," "identity of self 
with self," "unity," "internal universal
ity," "interior necessity," "intrinsicality 
of nature," "eternal," (not in the sense 
of super- or extra-temporal), "intrinsic" 
. . . equally describe or imply either 
subjectivity, or an absolutely inherent 
active infinite. 

"Potentiality," as actually experi
enced reality, can indeed be another 
term for the principle of indeterminacy. 
A still better term, I would say, is that 

of "infinite" (interior, subjective, dy
namic, creative, qualitative infinite; in
finite of identity, of intensity, of free
dom— îrreplaceable, vitally and essen
tially unobjectifiable, immeasurable). 

Because it lacks form, it may seem as 
if we should deny the interior infinite 
of its reality—other than a reality of 
appearance or "epiphenomenon." Form 
has a twofold reality: eternal birth and 
abstract conservation, (In other terms: 
"Plastic, creative, formative, active 
form," and on the other hand: "formed, 
finite, static, limited, material form.") 
Actually, the two aspects do not exclude 
one another at all. In form the given 
—the finite—^must also ever be not 
given, a great expectancy: here is the 
secret of its delicacy, of its transparency 
and of its unity and value. It is, as it 
were, an interior contrast, this which 
gives life to form. The infinite of iden-
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* Dante: Inferno, Canto V , v. 135. 
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