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It is the aim of this paper to describe 
and examine the kind of outlook that 
results from considering perception phe-
nomenologically, that is, as the appear
ing, particularly when the appearing is 
viewed in relation to the existential. A 
number of existential philc^phers have 
regarded perception in this way. Fur
thermore, John Dewey, though not an 
existentialist, interpreted perception as 
the appearing or as providing the ap
pearing. 

The study of phenomenology of per
ception shows that philosophical at
tempts to underwrite experience in 
some substantive sense draw one away 
from involvement in his life world. 
Such attempts do not really free one 
from perception as the appearing, but 
hypostatize it in some unfortunate man
ner. They must always rest on elements 
drawn from perceptual experience it
self. Nevertheless, perception is not 
self-sufficient; and attempts to make 
it so, either by following Berkeley or 
HusserPs bracketing of perceptions, ob
scure the scope of the appearing in the 
world as lived. The existential realm 
of which perception is an essential man
ifestation, extends beyond perception 
|and the appearing. Limit-wise, the 
bxistential may be acknowledged as 
pre-subjective, pre-objective, and pre-
bersonal, following the lead of Merleau-
Ponty.* But these limits should be 
regarded neither as categories nor sub-
|tantial entities nor as specifiable 
lources of the nuances of perceptual 
experience; for, as far as is known, per-
:eptual experience or perception con-
titutes the totality of the appearing, 
vhich, as such, is an unbounded and 
mlimited expanse. 

Man's perceptual world is open-
ended. It never circumscribes or com
pletes itself. It may compose itself for 
a purpose, as going here or there to
morrow, but tiie composition has no 
other fundamental guarantee in respect 
to the future than that of a recomposi-
tion and a restructuring, subject to all 
the problems and pitfalls of a recom-
position. In the final analysis percep
tion remains imbounded, bodi as present 
perception and as composed in sequence. 
Perceptions guide man as he journeys 
through life and the world. They point 
forward and backward in most any 
direction. They confuse, entertain, or 
perturb one. For, where is their real 
starting point, their terminus a quo, 
and where is their terminus ad quern? 
If only the perceptual world could 
authenticate itself to be a genuine map 
of some world or other; but no, only 
individuals claim they have found the 
real basis of the perceptual world, and 
they differ radically in their claims. It 
would be futile to look for the real 
source of perceptions, for they show 
only themselves. Their presence is self-
attesting and, in a sense, self-contained. 
If one could pull up a perception like 
a blade of grass, root and all, one 
would not find the non-perceptual ori
gins from which the perception sprang 
or got its support. Descartes* confessed 
honestly, that the light he seemed to 
see might have its source in the per-
ceiver or the perceived; for, so far as 
the actual perceiving was concerned, 
he was unable to decide between a 
subjectivism having perceptions lodged 
in the perceiver (the subject), and an 
objectivism with perceptions transcrib
ing the object. Having only percep
tions as guides, one can hardly expect 
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