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Artificial Consciousness
General Articles

Reviews

Editorial & News
3 Editorial Rick Lewis 

6 News Anja Steinbauer 

7 Shorts Matt Qvortrup: Beer  

  8 What it Means to be Human  
Kilian Pötter watches Blade Runner 2049 

12 AI & Human Interaction 
Miriam Gorr ponders human responses to AI 

16 Arguing with the Chinese Room  
Michael DeBellis contemplates understanding 

20 What’s Stopping Us Achieving 
Artificial General Intelligence?  
A. Efimov, D. Dubrovsky & F. Matveev 

24 Can Machines Be Conscious? 
Sebastian Sunday Grève & Yu Xiaoyue find 

a surprising way to answer ‘yes’ 

50 Book: We Have Always Been Cyborgs 

Stefan Lorenz Sorgner 
Reviewed humanely by Natasha Beranek 

52 Book: In Praise of Failure  

Costica Bradatan 
Reviewed successfully by Paul J. D’Ambrosio 

54 Film: Ghostbusters (Original) 

Thomas R. Morgan asks, may we bust ghosts? 

 

26 Hap & Happiness 
Stephen Anderson on how to be happy 

30 Arendt & the Spectre of Nuclear War 
Maurits de Jongh is alarmingly topical  

34 The Urgency of Art 
Sam McAuliffe on another way of thinking
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Focus on Descartes
36 Ergoing Nowhere 

Noah Harris questions Descartes’ Cogito 
38 Descartes & Stupidity 

Trevor Pateman on good sense, and its absence 
40 How Descartes Inspired Science 

Kanan Purkayastha explains all 
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15 Simon & Finn Melissa Felder 

19 Typing to Turing 
Samantha Neave computes some thoughts 

28 Philosophy Café Guto Dias 

35 Spinoza’s Godly Mystery Sivanth Adithya.N 

63 The Last Thought 
Grant Bartley peers into the fatal far future
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Contributors 

Miriam Gorr 
Miriam Gorr is a PhD 
student in philosophy at 

the Schaufler Lab @TU 
Dresden, Germany. Her focus is on 
the ethics of artificial intelligence 
and robotics. In particular, she is 
interested in whether AI-based 
machines have moral status and 
by which methods this can be 
determined. To this end, she draws 
systematic comparisons to theo-
ries and methods of animal ethics 
and animal cognition. 
 
Kanan Purkayasthar  
Kanan Purkayastha holds a 
doctorate degree in Theo-
retical and Atmospheric 
Chemistry from the University of 
Bristol. He has spent the last forty 
years in academia, industry, and 
government departments.  Cur-
rently he is acting as a specialist 
scientific advisor to the local gov-
ernment, and is an executive com-
mittee member of the Oxford 
Philosophical Society. 

 
Natasha Beranek 
Natasha Beranek is editor 
of the new Anthropology 

and Transhumanism book 
series at Trivent Publishing. She 

has a PhD in Social Anthropology 
from University College London. 
Her interests include posthuman-
ism, the ethics of emerging 
technologies, Nietzschean philos-
ophy, and musical experience in 
the rock and heavy metal scenes. 
 
Paul J. D’Ambrosio 
Paul D’Ambrosio is 
professor of Chinese 
philosophy at East China 
Normal University in Shanghai, 
China. He also works on AI, and 
his most recent book is on identity 
in the digital age, titled You and 
Your Profile (Columbia University 
Press, 2021), co-authored with 
Hans-Georg Moeller.   

Regulars Poetry, Fun & Fiction
41 Philosophical Haiku:  

Thomas Carlyle 
by Terence Green 

44 Brief Lives: 

Chamfort the Moraliste 
by Martin Jenkins 

46 Letters to the Editor 

49 The Art of Living: 
How to Live a Happy Life with Seneca 

 by Massimo Pigliucci 

56 Tallis in Wonderland:  
Reflections on Taking My Blood Pressure 

 by Raymond Tallis 

60 Question of the Month: What is Time? 
Read our readers’ responses, if you have time
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