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Love & Romance
General Articles

Reviews

Editorial & News
3 Editorial Rick Lewis 

6 News Anja Steinbauer 

7 Shorts Matt Qvortrup: Play  

  8 Iris Murdoch & the Mystery of Love 
Stephen Leach tells us what Iris Murdoch 
thinks love is all about 

12 The Philosophy of Romantic Love 
Peter Keeble examines it carefully from 
different angles 

16 Spinoza & the Troubles of the Heart 
Dan Taylor on a philosopher’s love troubles 

20 The Unlovable Parts of a Loving Society 
Matei Tanasã loves despite imperfections 

22 Living & Coexisting by Courage, 
Generosity &Wisdom 
Finn Janning on the power of compassion 

52 Book: Modern Europe & the Enlightenment  
by Rumy Hasan 
Reviewed enlighteningly by Terri Murray  

53 Book: Kierkegaard & the Question Concerning  
Technology by Christopher Barnett 
Reviewed questioningly by Michael Strawser 

55 Book: Pandora’s Book by David Birch 
Reviewed by Steven Campbell-Harris  

56 Classic: The Origins of Totalitarianism 
by Hannah Arendt  
Reviewed originally by James Reynolds 

58 Film: Tenet 
Stefan Bolea watches the world end, reversed

24 Demons of the Self 
Tristen Taylor wonders how to define evil 

28 Pascal’s Climate Wager 
Keith Tidman has a flutter on the future 

30 Men of Steel 
Roy Schwartz asks if Superman really is 
Nietzsche’s Übermensch
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Focus on Cancel Culture
34 Should Kant Be Canceled? 

Mark Couch critiques the impure reasoner 
36 Harmony & Cancellation Culture 

Erica Stonestreet considers a way forward
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18 Cogito Ergo Sum 
Richard Golah-Ebue writes poetry,  
therefore he is 

37 Simon & Finn Melissa Felder 
39 Philosopher’s Café Guto Dias 
66 Socrates’ Home Life 

Lydia Masseron on the woes of Xanthippe
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some of our 

Contributors 

 

Dan Taylor 
is a teacher and writer 
from South London. He 

is a Lecturer in Social and 
Political Thought at the Open Uni-
versity, and he writes widely on 
philosophy and politics. His books 
include Spinoza and the Politics of 
Freedom ( 2021), and Island Story: 
Journeys Through Unfamiliar 
Britain (2016), which was short-
listed for the Orwell Prize. Find out 
more at dantaylor.blog  
 
 
Lydia Masseron   
found education really 
dull until she studied 
Philosophy at University. 
She now works as a supply teacher 
in Wiltshire where she attempts to 
insert humour and Philosophy into 
every lesson. 
 

 
Erica Stonestreet 
is an Associate Profes-
sor of Philosophy. She 

believes that philosophy is 
accessible and relevant to people 
of all ages and all walks of life, and 
loves doing philosophy with her 
kids. She’s most interested in love 
and caring, and the relationships, 
projects and things – including clut-
ter – that make us who we are in a 
biographical sense. 
 
 
Matei Tanasă  
was born in 2004 in 
Romania. He was a 
rather dutiful child, liking 
rules and order. Thus, he despised 
the appearance that good people 
tend to lose unfairly. That was the 
reason why in 2018, while riding a 
train, he was profoundly shaken by 
the image of Socrates, unjustly 
killed yet victorious. He has kept 
philosophy close since that day.

Regulars Poetry, Fun & Fiction
40 Philosophical Haiku: Pierre Abelard 

Terence Green on two star-crossed lovers 
41 Interview: David Chalmers 

discusses virtual reality with Paul Doolan 
44 Brief Lives: C.L.R. James  
 David Austin on a cricket-loving Marxist 
48 Letters to the Editor 
51 Philosophy Then:  

All Your Love is Need 
Peter Adamson looks at Renaissance loving  

60 Street Philosopher:  
Smooching by the Seine 
Seán Moran gets his head around romance 

64 Tallis in Wonderland:  
The Philosopher in the Cafe 

 Raymond Tallis avec Simone et Jean-Paul 
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