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THE

PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW.

THE ROLE OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE HISTORY OF
CIVILIZATION.*

OLUMES have been written about each term of our theme.
What s civilization? history? philosophy? Yet time
passes, and ambiguities and complexities cannot be eliminated
by definition; we can only circumvent them by begging questions.
But as to one of the terms at least, namely, philosophy, we shall
frankly make what is begged explicit. A statement of the
relations of philosophy to the history of civilization will, after
all, only expound, in some indirect manner, the view of philosophy
to which one is already committed. Unless this fact is faced,
we shall not only beg the issue, but we shall deceive ourselves
into thinking that we are setting forth the conclusions of an
original inquiry, undertaken and executed independently of our
own philosophical conceptions.

As for myself, then, the discussion is approached with the
antecedent idea that philosophy, like politics, literature and the
plastic arts, is itself a phenomenon of human culture. Its
connection with social history, with civilization, is intrinsic.
There is current among those who philosophize the conviction
that, while past thinkers have reflected in their systems the
conditions and perplexities of their own day, present-day phi-
losophy in general and one’s own philosophy in particular, is
emancipated from the influence of that complex of institutions
which forms culture. Bacon, Descartes, Kant each thought with
fervor that he was founding philosophy anew because he wag

* Read at the Sixth International Congress of Philosophy and published with
its permission.
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