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THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW 

T H E A N A L Y S I S O F ^ E X P E R I E N C F 

'It is the f irst distemper of learning 

when men study words , and not mat ter / 

F R A N C I S B A C O N . 

' ^ H I S paper is devoted to a specific set of questions. W h a t do 

people mean by saying that a l l our knowledge is der ived f r o m 

experience, or that phi losophy must be based on experience? I f 

philosophers have made experience the source f r o m wh ich they de­

r ive their ideas, notions and proposit ions, or the pr inc ip le f o r the 

ver i f ica t ion of empir ica l proposit ions, have they made any pre­

l im ina ry analysis o f this 'experience* wh ich is the beginning and the 

end of their deliberations ? Is this 'experience' as unambiguous as 

they suppose it to be ? H a v e they not held preconceived views about 

it, l ook ing at it f r o m a certain point of v iew, and, instead of analys­

i n g it, replacing it, e.g., by observation, experiment or inner exper i ­

ence ? H a v e they not been content w i t h statements l ike this, contained 

i n a textbook on l og i c : " A l l knowledge, it may safely be said, must 

ul t imately be founded upon experience, w h i c h is but a general 

name f o r the var ious feelings impressed upon the m i n d at any 

per iod of its existence"?^ T h i s paper w i l l deal i n its first part ve ry 

short ly w i t h the his tor ical aspect of these problems, it w i l l proceed 

i n its second part to the analysis o f that 'experience' w h i c h is pre­

supposed by a l l k inds of analysis of experience wh ich have been 

hitherto g iven. It w i l l d is t inguish di f ferent meanings o f the w o r d 

experience and i n do ing so w i l l not deal w i t h the use of words only, 

but w i t h d i f ferent aspects of the nature of experience. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y a his tory of the term experience, both i n ant iqui ty 

and i n the modern era, does not exist. The re fo re I must restrict m y -

* W . S. Jevons, Elementary Lessons in Logic. Lesson 27, p. 228. 
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