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T H E 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

T H E O B S O L E S C E N C E O F T H E E T E R N A L . ^ 

O cont ingent aspect of reali ty, doubtless, is l i k e l y to seem 

^ less deserving o f recogni t ion f r o m phi losophers than an 

anniversary. T h e habit of contempla t ing the universe under its 

eternal aspect is scarce ly compat ib le w i t h m u c h respect for the 

accidents of the Grego r i an calendar. Y e t , since this discourse is 

ch ie f ly to argue for the practice of v i e w i n g things sub specie tem-

poris, some deference to c h r o n o l o g i c a l considerat ions m a y for the 

nonce appear not a l together incongruous . O u r association, at 

a l l events, actuated b y h u m a n and b y pedagogic , i f not b y p h i l o 

sophic , motives has chosen to devote a large part of the present 

meet ing to c o m m e m o r a t i n g an anniversary and to t ak ing an ac

count of ha l f a century ' s progress. T h e association assembles 

to-day fo r the first t ime in the c i ty i n w h i c h K a n t , F ich te , and 

H e g e l were f irst f u l l y natural ized i n A m e r i c a ; i n w h i c h began 

the movement to w h i c h the revivif icat ion of ph i losoph ica l s tudy 

and teaching in our colleges and universities must in great meas

ure be traced back ; in w h i c h was publ i shed , I suppose, the first 

A m e r i c a n magazine devoted to technical p h i l o s o p h y ; where were 

associated for a t ime a remarkable g roup of men, o f h i g h gifts 

and h i g h enthusiasms, w h o later came to be, in w ide ly scattered 

places and in ve ry diverse ways, the inf luent ia l missionaries of 

views of l ife and ideals of cul ture that were a l l based in c o m m o n 

upon an idealist ic metaphysics . St . L o u i s , perhaps, more than 

B o s t o n or C o n c o r d , is the native home of speculative ph i lo sophy , 

* In the strict sense, in A m e r i c a ; and the h is tory of the movement 

that began here exhibi t s a decided tendency o f what are cal led 

' Address of the iVesuient at the Ninth Annual Meeting of the Western Philo
sophical Association, St Louis, Apri! 9, 1909 ; printed with some revision and 
abridgment. 
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