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THE 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L REVIEW. 

T H E E A R L Y I D E A L I S M O F J O N A T H A N E D W A R D S . 

' T ^ H E h is tory of ph i lo sophy i n A m e r i c a attracts but Httle notice 

J - f r o m those w h o treat o f the general h i s tory of ph i los 

ophy . I t is h a r d l y considered even b y ourselves. A n d i n 

deed it mus t be confessed that A m e r i c a has hi ther to had but 

l i t t le direct inf luence on the main currents of the wor ld ' s specu

lative thought . I n this department o f the spir i tual life we have 

been more imitative than creative. Nevertheless the h is tory o f 

p h i l o s o p h y i n A m e r i c a is no th ing to be ashamed of, and it c o n 

tains at least one great name. Competent critics unite in regard

i n g Jonathan E d w a r d s as the most o r ig ina l metaphysic ian and 

subtle reasoner that A m e r i c a has p roduced , whi le there is not 

wan t ing author i ty for p r o n o u n c i n g h i m not o n l y the greatest o f 

A m e r i c a n thinkers , but the highest speculative genius of the 

•eighteenth cen tu ry . " ^ 

U n t i l recently E d w a r d s has been best k n o w n as a ph i losoph ica l 

theo logian b y his treatise on the W i l l . T h i s w o r k is s t i l l spoken 

o f as '*the one large cont r ibut ion w h i c h A m e r i c a has made to 

the deeper ph i losoph ic thought of the w o r l d . " ^ N o w , however , 

there is a tendency to qua l i fy somewhat the admira t ion fo rmer ly 

expressed fo r this great w o r k , and to emphasize rather the i m 

portance of such wri t ings as the Treatise on the Religious Affec-

1 A . M . Fairbairn in his essay on Edwards in Prophets of the Christian Faith. 
Of. Moses Coit Tyler, Hist, of Am. Lit., II, p. 177 ; A. C. Fraser, Life of Berkeley, 
p. 182. 

2 Quoted by A. V. G. Allen, Jonathan Edwards, p. 283. 


