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THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW 
T H E G R E E K C O N C E P T I O N O F N A T U R E ^ 

g C I E N T I F I C speculation among the Greeks began vaguely w i t h 

H e s i o d , became articulate w i t h the Mi les i ans , and culminated 

i n Ar i s to t l e ' s phi losophy o f nature. T h e development is both 

native and continuous. T h e culture of the Greeks is the spontane

ous creat ion of their o w n genius. T h e i r v iews about m a n and na

ture and G o d are the na tura l products o f their o w n inst inct ive 

feelings and attitudes. A f t e r the per iod of the invasions and m i 

grations and m i x i n g o f races, the Greeks developed a native c u l 

tu ra l consciousness at once genial , responsive and energetic. It is 

true that the dis t inct ion between Greek and barbar ian received 

l i te rary expression on ly relat ively late. Nevertheless, the fee l ing 

of cu l tu ra l so l idar i ty expressed itself ve ry early i n the i r his tory. 

Greece was not a geographic t e r m ; Greece was where the Greeks 

were. 

W i t h the single exception of the Dionys iac re l ig ion, w h i c h was 
most cer ta inly T h r a c i a n i n o r ig in , I k n o w of no single fo re ign 
influence that i n any rad ica l w a y subverted or t r ans fo rmed the 
native genius o f the Greeks . T h i s one exception, however , is o f 
great importance because the Dionys iac and O r p h i c re l ig ions pro
f o u n d l y inf luenced Greek cosmology and Greek v iews of the soul . 
A f t e r the epic per iod, w i t h this one notable exception, Greek l i f e 
was not subject to any violent upheavals f r o m wi th in or any ter
r i f y i n g invasions f r o m without . T h e i r in ternal differences en
abled them to create a var ie ty of ideas wh i l e their cu l tu ra l homo
geneity kept their many-s ided speculations w i t h i n the l imi t s o f 
an integrated rac ia l consciousness. T h i s is amaz ing when we re¬

* Address of the President of the Western Division of the American 
Philosophical Association, delivered before the joint session of the Eastern, 
Pacific and Western Divisions held at the University of Chicago, Septem
ber 6-9, 1933. 
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