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T H E 

PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. 

T H E O N T O L O G I C A L P R O B L E M O F P S Y C H O L O G Y ^ 

' H E R E is l i t t l e doub t tha t i n the minds of those spec ia l ly 

^ sk i l l ed i n the h a n d l i n g of psycholog ica l myster ies , as 

we l l as those w h o look at such subjects f r o m the more remote 

a n d popu la r points of v i ew , one or more of the f o l l o w i n g three 

quest ions w i l l arise a t the mere announcement of the theme I a m 

propos ing b r i e f l y to discuss. T h e f i rs t of these questions m a y 

take the f o r m of a more or less s c o r n f u l ob jec t ion to the whole 

subject of on to logy . A r e there a n y real h u m a n interests, whether 

sc ient i f ic or e th ica l , t ha t can be served b y the fu r the r consider

a t i on of on to log ica l problems? Is no t a l l metaphys ics , i n the 

nar rower mean ing of on to logica l specula t ion , a worn-ou t a n d 

hopelessly u n f r u i t f u l a f fa i r , a n d thus d e v o i d of c l a i m u p o n the 

resources of the h u m a n m i n d , w h i c h , indeed, shows i tself as no t 

u n l i k e l y soon to be unable to keep pace w i t h the demands made 

u p o n i t b y the most impe ra t i ve so-cal led ' p r a c t i c a l a f f a i r s ' ? 

T h e second of these three questions, wh i l e not d e n y i n g a l l 

va lue to on to log ica l specula t ion , a n d even m a k i n g the l angu id 

concession w h i c h I once heard of as made to the sermonettes of a 

cer ta in p r e a c h e r — ' ' S u c h th ings somet imes do some g o o d " — 

deprecates the admiss ion of metaphys ics w i t h i n the sacred pre

c incts of a sc ient i f ic psychology . N o w I t rus t I have i n the past 

made myse l f su f f i c i en t ly clear o n th is po in t . I t i s , i n m y j u d g 

ment , possible a n d prof i tab le fo r the a t t emp t a t a science of 

p sycho logy to t ake the same a t t i tude t o w a r d onto logica l p rob

lems as tha t assumed, i n general , b y the phys ico -chemica l 

1 This paper was one of a series of addresses on " The Problems of Psy
chology," delivered last spring in Columbia University. 
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