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Excerpts from Letters Edited with Comments by Brand Blanshard 

J N T H E course of its work , the Commiss ion on the F u n c t i o n 

. of Ph i losophy i n L i b e r a l Educa t ion sought advice i n very 

various quarters. I t consulted not only the members of its parent 

body, the A m e r i c a n Phi losophica l Assoc ia t ion , but also journalis ts 

and congressmen, clergymen and social workers , scientists and 

business men, univers i ty presidents and deans. T h e response was 

a generous f lood of letters. T h e advice was not asked w i t h a v iew 

to commit t ing it to pr int , but solely to clear the minds of the 

inqu i r ing group about the subjects of their study. These subjects 

covered a wide f ield. W h a t philosophy is, what its place and value 

are i n the college cur r i cu lum, how effectively it is being taught, 

what are the demands and cri t icisms that are current ly made upon 

it, how instruct ion i n it, both graduate and undergraduate, may 

be improved, what role it should have i n the postwar w o r l d — 

these were only a f e w of the larger topics that f e l l w i t h i n the 

scope of the inqui ry . > 

T h e results of that inqu i ry are recorded i n a volume soon to 

be published by H a r p e r and Brothers on Philosophy in American 
Education. It w i l l be clear f r o m the many extracts appearing in 

that volume how much its wri ters owe to the hundreds of letters 

they have received. B u t the letters contained f a r more than could 

be used i n the f o r m of occasional quotat ions; indeed they gave so 

u se fu l a picture of the state of opin ion i n the country about 

philosophy and its offices that it seemed unjus t to the phi losophical 

public that they should f a l l under our eyes alone. W e have there­

fore asked the wr i te rs ' permission to pr in t an anthology of their 

suggestions and comments. 

I n justice to these wri ters , certain facts should be borne i n 
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