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THE

PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW.

WHY THE MIND SEEMS TO BE, AND YET CAN-
NOT BE, PRODUCED BY THE BRAIN.

F an electric current is applied to the closed eyelids we have a
sensation of colour, if to the ears, a sensation of sound, if
to the tongue, or nose, a sensation of taste or smell. What is
apparently one and the same stimulus applied to different sense
organs gives rise in the brain to different sensations. It seems
easy to explain this by what we know of the anatomy and
physiology of the brain. When our sense organs are stimulated,
the stimulus is conveyed by means of sensory nerves to the
brain and there gives rise to sensation, the sense organs are
sensitive to various kinds of stimuli, the stimulus to the eyes
gives the sensation of sight, to the ears the sensation of sound and
soon. Itseems then it must be the brain which gives the special
character of our sensations to consciousness, for we have only
to send the brain a stimulus through the optic nerve to get sight,
through the auditory nerve to get sound and so on, and this
notwithstanding that the stimulus has in itself none of the
things which we distinguish as sensible qualities. Since it is
out of sensations that all knowledge is built up, for there is
nothing in the nderstanding which was not first in the senses,
it seems to follow that our mind, that is the power or faculty we
have of perceiving, remembering and imagining, must be pro-
duced by the brain, that is, be an effect of some process or other
that goes on in the brain.
But it is not only by experiments such as this that we make the
discovery that there is a close and intimate relation between the
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