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T H E 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L REVIEW. 

T H E D O C T R I N E O F S P A C E A N D T I M E . 

I. T H E K A N T I A N D O C T R I N E O F S P A C E / 

' T ^ H E p la in m a n is apt to th ink o f space as a real someth ing 

b e y o n d consciousness, i n w h i c h the material things w h i c h 

he sees and feels exist and move. A li t t le ques t ioning reveals 

c lea r ly that, concern ing the nature o f this something, he has the 

vaguest ideas. I t is not matter, and it is not l i k e matter ; but it 

undoubted ly exists, and it is p l a i n l y indispensable to the existence 

of material th ings . H e hesitates to a f f i rm that it m a y p rope r ly 

be ca l led a ' t h i n g ' at a l l ; but, ' t h i n g ' or not, he is sure that it 

exists, and believes that it w o u l d continue to exis t even if every 

material t h i n g were annihi la ted. 

T o u c h i n g some o f the properties of this p e r p l e x i n g someth ing , 

however , he regards h imsel f as hav ing ve ry definite bits of i n 

format ion . Space is three-dimensional ; i t is homogeneous in a l l 

its parts ; it is infinite in ex t en t ; every por t ion o f it is in f in i te ly 

divisible. It is, i n other words , an infinite continuum^ w h i c h must 

be granted real existence i f the w o r l d o f matter is to be a l l o w e d 

any real i ty at a l l , and is not to be reduced to a mere semblance 

of a w o r l d , an unreal dream. 

W e sha l l see later that there is m u c h t ruth, as w e l l as some 

misconcept ion, i n the p la in man 's v iews t o u c h i n g the nature o f 

space. O n e t h i n g we m a y object to at the outset, and that is the 

1A portion of this paper was read at the meeting of the American Psychological As
sociation held in Baltimore in December, 1900. 


