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THE 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

N h i s to r ica l discussion of the deve lopment of the C o n c e p t 

^ ^ of R e a l i t y shou ld be prefaced b y an exp lana t ion of the 

concept i tself . U n d e r the C o n c e p t of R e a l i t y are i nc luded those 

objects whose d e t e r m i n a t i o n is a r r ived a t b y the several e m p i r i c a l 

sciences and the i r supp lemen ta ry metaphys ics , th is de te rmina 

t i o n be ing regarded as independent of the cogn iz ing subjec t . 

W h e n , fo r example , na tu r a l science speaks of electrons as carr iers 

of e lectr ic charges, or of elements i n chemica l compounds , or of 

cells as the bases of b io log ica l g r o w t h : w h e n i t speaks of minera l s 

a n d heaven ly bodies, or plants a n d an imals , i t is concerned w i t h 

objects w h i c h are as l i t t l e iden t i ca l w i t h ou r concept of t h e m as 

they are w i t h the content of our sense percept ion . P s y c h o l o g y 

has also jus t such objects i n m i n d , w h e n i t speaks of sensat ions 

a n d ideas, of fee l ing a nd a t ten t ion , of though t a n d w i l l , an d i t 

makes a n essential d i s t i nc t i on between our concept ion of these 

processes a n d the processes themselves. F u r t h e r , the h u m a n 

is t ic sciences, w h i c h l a t t e r ly i t has been the f a sh ion to charac ter ize 

as sciences of f ac t , a i m to t reat language a nd art , re l ig ion a n d 

law, h i s tor ica l persons and events, as self-dependent objects , 

h a v i n g their o w n spontaneous a n d i m m a n e n t de te rmina t ions . 

F i n a l l y one need o n l y m e n t i o n the me taphys i ca l concepts of a 

m o n a d or an idea , a w o r l d - w i l l or a causa sui, a n d the f a c t 

becomes clear tha t i n these cases there is someth ing pos tu la ted , 

whose be ing a n d becoming are qu i te independent of a l l t h i n k i n g 

and cogn iz ing . 

1 An address presented to the International Philosophical Congress at Bologna^ 
on April 6, 1911. 
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