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T H E 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

M O D E R N I D E A L I S M A N D T H E L O G O S T E A C H I N G . ^ 

H E N the foundat ions of E u r o p e a n c iv i l i za t ion were be-

^ ^ i n g l a i d i n the ancient w o r l d , t w o nations brought con­

tr ibut ions of great and permanent significance. T h e Greeks 

suppl ied the conception of the w o r l d as a Cosmos, of that r a ­

t ional order w h i c h permeates a l l being and acts persuasively 

upon the thought and w i l l of man . T h e Hebrews brought the 

conception of the w i l l of man as obligated to c o n f o r m itself to 

the holy w i l l of Jehovah, and to find therein the support f o r the 

supreme values of mora l and c i v i l l i f e . A s the Greek con t r i ­

but ion was analyzed and ampl i f ied by the classical philosophers, 

it took f o r m as the great teaching of ancient Ideal ism, w i t h its 

clear-eyed recognit ion of the sp i r i tua l meaning impl ied i n a l l 

real i ty developed into a reasonable and harmonious interpre­

ta t ion of l i f e and experience i n its detail . U n d e r the influence 

of such teachers as the prophets, Jesus, and P a u l , the H e b r e w 

conception also was analyzed and deepened, un t i l the in t r ins ic 

idealism- w h i c h it h a d always i m p l i e d was brought to l ight . 

T h e n the ho ly w i l l of Jehovah appeared no longer as an external 

and austere force , but rather as the persuasiveness of an ideal 

wh ich , a l though divine , is s t i l l s imply that Pe r f ec t M a n h o o d 

w h i c h is the t rue goal of every man . A n d this interpretat ion, 

already adumbrated by Jeremiah as the standpoint of the N e w 

Covenant , was seized upon by the more deep t h i n k i n g represen­

tatives of the Chr i s t i an movement as most adequately express­

i n g the t rue inwardness of the Chr i s t i an meaning and purpose. 

1 Read as the Presidential Address at the meeting of the American Phil­
osophical Association, Western Division, held in Chicago, March 25-26, 1921, 
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