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h i l e St. Thomas taught i n the schools of Eur-ope and Louis the 
Ninth r u l e d France, man made one of h i s highest marks on the scale 
of c i v i l i z a t i o n ^ and, content though we are w i t h the advantages 

of the present age, we have reason t o glance back a.t t h e i r century and to 
draw from i t many a lesson» 

I n those days, the. young man t h a t entered a profession or a 
c r a f t understood t h a t he was expected to give himself over to h i s work 
and t o consider i t the great n a t u r a l purpose of h i s l i f e . The bishop r e ­
ceived him f o r the Church or the craftsman f o r the g u i l d , and the f i r s t 
duty of these masters was so to t r a i n the boy t h a t he saw a l l things i n 
the l i g h t of h i d p r o f e s s i o n and never f o r g o t t h a t he belonged to it« I f 
h i s l o t l a y v;ith the c l e r g y , he took on the t h i n g s of the c l e r g y , and i f 
h i s choice l a y v d t h the g u i l d , the c h i s e l and m a l l e t i n h i s hands ¥;ere em­
blematic of the constant singleness of purpose and devotion to duty t h a t 
u l t i m a t e l y gave b i r t h t o the unsurpctssed tomplao of stone. 

V 
We see the same a t t i t u d e i n c e r t a i n professions today; f o r 


