
Mary Warnock: No, I wouldn't, 
because learning how to do a specific 
thing is itself. an expansion of your 
powers. Even if it is just producing a 
note on the flute that you have not 
been able to produce before, this can 
give you a new outlook on what you 
can do, on what lies within your 
power, and you may even begin to 
think of all the things you can do with 
the instrument as a kind of expansion 
of yourself. At the same time, I think 
it is very dangerous to say that you 
have got to teach people how to use a 
word"proct;ss()r or computer at school 
because it Will be useful. Technology 
changes incredibly quickly, so what 
they learn in school today probably 
won't be very-much use to them the 
day after tomorrow. I don't believe in 
very specific tasks, so that pupils can 
slot into a job when they leave school, 
or indeed university; but if they can 
do something at the end of the lesson 
they couldn't do before this gives 
them some confidence to go on, which 
can be tremendously beneficial. 
Cogito: Do you think that a philoso­
phy A-Level course can help develop 
individual potential? 
Mary Warnock: I am very much 
against having philosophy A-Level 
courses. The study of philosophy 
ought to be based on the history of 
the subject, it shouldn't be taken very 
fast, and it's awfully difficult. What I 
do believe in greatly is putting a pow­
erful philosophical element into every 
course, whether it be science or litera­
ture or history; but you don't have to 
call it philosophy. To be critical of the 
language in which a text is written, 
and to raise constant questions about 
whether it means what it says - this is 
an essential part of any course. It is 
philosophy but it doesn't have to be 
called that. 
Cogito: One of your central Claims has 
been that the content of the curric­
ulum is a more important issue than 
equality of opportunity to study the 
curriculum. 
Mary Warnock: I still believe that. Let 
me say that I am a great believer in 
comprehensive schools, but when peo­
ple try to decide what children ought 
to be taught on the grounds of what is 
equal or just, then we have moved 
away from educational considerations 
and into political considerations that 
are irrelevant here. 
Cogito: But do you believe that educa­
tion is a political issue? 
Mary Warnock: Certainly it is because 
it is so expensive. But I don't think 
that all the decisions within education 
should be taken on political grounds. 
Cogito: You said earlier that one 
question in the philosophy of educa­
tion is where power is located -
whether with the Secretary of State, 

CONTENTS 
Seeing in Action 6 
There is a growing acceptance of the view that perceptions are 
hypotheses, analogous to the predictive hypotheses of science. 
Richard Gregory 

What is Truth? 11 
The truth of statements may often seem obvious, but what exactly is the 
nature of truth itself? Simon Blackburn 

• 
Bodily Obligations 15 
Modern fitness enthusiasts seem to suggest that we have a duty to keep 
our bodies in good condition. Can we have obligations to our own 
bodies? Rom Harre 

Modem Philosophy in France 21 
A discussion with two French philosophers on the state of philosophy 
across the Channel. Increasingly an analytic style of philosophy is being 
practised in today's France. 

Ethical Roles 24 
The importance of social roles is emphasised in the moral philosophy of 
the 19th century thinker T.H. Green. It is the continuity of moral life, 
rather than the ethics of isolated acts, which is significant to morality. 
Geoffrey Thomas 

Home on Belief in an Objective World 30 
A constantly varying stream of information assaults our senses every 
minute of the day. How then, asked David Hume, does our belief in the 
continuous objective world arise? Michael Welbourne 

Philosophy of Education Today 33 
In the past education has been a central concern of philosophers. Yet 
today the philosophy of education seems to be an outpost. 
Gordon Reddiford 

INTERVIEW with MARY WARNOCK 1 

FICTION Jonathan Harrison 20 

PUZZLES & POSERS Martin Hollis 28 

COGITO SOCIETY NEWS 29 

EXTRA-MURAL LISTINGS 32 

LETTERS 27 

PHILOSOPHY NEWS 36 

COGITO is published 3 times per year. The next issue will be available on the lst January 
1988. 

Contributions and ideas are welcomed by the magaziue. Please write to the Editor at the 
address below. 

Advertising rates available on request. Please contact Valerie Pierce, Advertising Manager, at 
the address/tel. DO. "below. 
The Editorial Team: John Cleave (Editor-iu-Chief), Jamie Carnie (Managing Editor), Simon 
Whiteside (Assist. Editor), Ian Thompson, Valerie Pierce, Jouathan Leigh-Pemberton, and 
Nick Scott-Samuel. 

COGITO is published by the Cogito Society iu association with the University of Bristol. 
Address: The Cogito Society, Department of Philosophy, University of Bristol, 9 Woodland 
Road, Bristol BS8 ITB. Tel: (0272) 303401 

COGITO was founded by Edo Piveevic. 

Vol, I: No.3. ISSN 0950-8864 © 1987, Cogito Society. 

Cogito Winter 1987 - 3 


