
CONTENTS

ARTICLES

PETR PAVLAS
Lex secundum quam disponuntur omnia: Trichotomic Trees in Jan Amos  
Komenský’s Pansophical Metaphysics and Metaphorics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

SERGIUS KODERA
Needles and Pins on the Scaffold: Francis Bacon and Giovan Battista  
della Porta on the Motions of the Human Soul and the Passions of the  
Lodestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

NICLA RIVERSO
Behind the Scenes: Paolo Sarpi, a Natural Philosopher Friar . . . . . . . . . . 67

JO VAN CAUTER
Spinoza on Revealed Religion and the Uses of Fear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

REVIEW ARTICLES

MIHNEA DOBRE
Strategies of Dissemination for Cartesian Cosmology: Philosophy,  
Theology and “Mosaic physics” [Édouard Mehl, Descartes et la fabrique  
du monde. Le problème cosmologique de Copernic à Descartes, Paris:  
Presses Universitaires de France, 2019] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

DAIAN BICA
Thinking with Mechanisms: Mechanical Philosophy and Early Modern  
Science [Domenico Bertoloni Meli, Mechanism: A Visual, Lexical, and 
Conceptual History, Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2019] . . . . . 133



6  Contents

BOOK REVIEWS

WILLIAM R. NEWMAN, Newton the Alchemist: Science, Enigma,  
and the Quest for Nature’s “Secret Fire,” Princeton: Princeton University  
Press, 2018 (Georgiana D. Hedesan)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

JETZE TOUBER, Spinoza and Biblical Philology in the Dutch  
Republic, 1660–1710, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018  
(Ioana Bujor)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

ANGUS VINE, Miscellaneous Order: Manuscript Culture and the Early 
Modern Organization of Knowledge, Oxford: Oxford University  
Press, 2019 (Alexandru Liciu) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154

GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159


