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Time, identity, free will 
General articles

Reviews

Editorial & news
3 Editorial by Rick Lewis 

6 News by Anja Steinbauer 

7 Shorts by Matt Qvortrup

8 To Be is To Persist 
Dustin Gray takes time to consider identity 
through time 

12 The Metaphysics of Groundhog Day 
Lawrence Crocker wonders how time loops 
might work 

16 Free Will & The Brain 
Kevin Loughran asks what neuroscience 
tell us about choice 

19 Determinism versus Determinism 
Nurana Rajabova is determined to think 
freely about free will 

22 Do We Want To Be Free? 
Siobhan Lyons notes some of the problems 
with being free 

50 Book: Truth by Simon Blackburn 
reviewed honestly by Nick Everitt 

51 Book: Perfect Me by Heather Widdows  
reviewed perfectly by Stuart Hannabuss 

53 Book: Xenofeminism by Helen Hester 
reviewed caringly by Dharmender Dhillon  

54 Book: On Not Being Someone Else 
by Andrew H. Miller 
reviewed personally by Alexandre Leskanich 

56 Film: The Nightmare Before Christmas 
Siobhain Lash on moral responsibility 

26 Homo Informaticus 
Luc de Brabandere tells how philosophy 
gave birth to AI 

31 Homosexuality & Christianity 
Doug Groothius defends a conservative 
perspective on sexuality 

36 The Future of Philosophy is Cyborg 
Phil Torres analyses why it all computes 

38 On Casuistry   
 Jason Morgan judges the case of

case-by-case ethics 

42 Hedonism in Ancient India & Greece 
Nick Gutierrez finds pleasure in ancient 
history 



December 2020/January 2021 ● Philosophy Now  5

15 Poem: Who Am I? 
Jenny Maryl 

16 Cartoon: Simon & Finn  
Melissa Felder 

41 Poem: The Leviathan 
Boghos Artinian 

57 Story: Diminished Responsibility 
Mark Pinder 
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some of our 

Contributors 

Nurana Rajabova 
Nurana Rajabova is cur-
rently taking an MA in 

Philosophy at University 
College Dublin. Her philosophical  
interests lie at the intersection of 
philosophy of mind and meta-
physics. Previously she studied 
and worked in the field of Peace 
and Justice. 
 
Lawrence Crocker  
Lawrence Crocker 
received his PhD in 
philosophy from Harvard 
(Rawls, Putnam, Quine, Boyd, 
Kripke, Nozick). He taught philoso-
phy at the University of 
Washington. A Duke JD, he 
litigated civil and criminal cases, 
taught law at New York University, 
then, again, taught philosophy at 
Dartmouth College where he is 
now a Resident Scholar. 
 

Peter Adamson 
Peter Adamson is Pro-
fessor of Late Ancient 

and Arabic Philosophy at 
the LMU in Munich. He is the 

author of the book series A His-
tory of Philosophy Without Any 
Gaps, published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press, and two monographs 
on the early Muslim philosophers 
al-Kindi and al-Razi. Two volumes 
collecting his papers on Neopla-
tonism and philosophy in the 
Islamic world appeared recently in 
the Variorum series published by 
Ashgate. 
 
Siobhan Lyons 
Siobhan Lyons is a 
writer and scholar based 
in Sydney, Australia, where she 
earned her PhD in 2017. Her 
books include Death and the 
Machine: Intersections of Mortality 
and Robotics (Palgrave, 2018), and 
Ruin Porn and the Obsession with 
Decay (Palgrave, 2018).

Regulars Fun, poetry & fiction
32 Brief Lives: José Ortega y Gasset 
 Morgan Sloan on a preeminent Spanish 

philosopher 

46 Philosophical Haiku: Henri Bergson  
by Terence Green  

47 Letters to the Editor  

58 Tallis in Wonderland:  
Arguing With A Solipsist 
Raymond Tallis takes a lone stand  

62 Question of the Month:
Does History Progress? 
Readers’ replies to discern human destiny 

65 Philosophy Then: Do You Need Any 
Body? 
Peter Adamson on Aristotle & Avicenna
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