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Existentialism & Life General Articles

Reviews

Editorial & News
3 Editorial by Rick Lewis 

6 News by Anja Steinbauer 

7 Shorts Matt Qvortrup 

  8 The Adventures of Jean-Paul Sartre 
Sam Kelly sees existentialism in action 

11 Kierkegaard: Young, Free and Anxious 
Gary Cox analyses angst existentially 

14 We’re All Existentialists Now 
Greg Artus on the Look of the Other in 

 Sartre, Heidegger & Merleau-Ponty 
18 The Yomps of Simone de Beauvoir  

Annabel Abbs goes hiking with Simone 
20 Existentialism from an  

African-American Perspective 
Roger Karny has a different Outsider in mind 

22 No Hats on Sunday  
Afik Rashid looks at identity with Camus 

25 Zapffe for a New Political Age 
Cameron Hendy on voluntary extinction

54 Book: Just Deserts: Debating Free Will  
by Daniel Dennett & Gregg Caruso
Reviewed justly by Stuart Jeffries 

55 Book: Good Sport  
by Thomas H. Murray 
Reviewed sportingly by Dan Ray  

56 Book: Why Women Have Better Sex 
Under Socialism 
by Kristen R. Ghodsee 
Reviewed sociably by Amber Edwards 

58 Film: Brimstone & Treacle  
Thomas R. Morgan splits reality in two 

30 Jonathan Edwards on Spiders 
John Irish reveals Locke’s surprising 
influence on a hellfire preacher 

34 Taylor Swift’s Liar Paradox 

Theresa Helke on four kinds of paradox 
38 The Stoic’s Lacuna 

Alex Richardson asks if Stoics can be activists 
42 Would Kant Have Worn a Face Mask? 

Todd Mei speculates about his PPE policy 

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 W
R

IG
H

T
 B

Y
 G

O
R

D
O

N
 P

A
R

K
S



August/September 2021 ● Philosophy Now  5

10 Sartre Poem  
Alasdair Macdonald takes responsibility 

23 Simon & Finn Melissa Felder 
24 The Myth of Sisyphus  

Joe Crocker mythologises poetically 
49 Philosopher’s Café Guto Dias 
64 Freedom & Responsibility 

Cora Cruz’s heroine lives out some searching  
domestic existentialism 
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some of our 

Contributors 
 

Gary Cox 
Gary Cox is an 
Honorary Research 

Fellow at the University 
of Birmingham, where he 

completed his PhD on Sartre in 
1996. He is the author of over ten 
philosophy books including How 
to Be an Existentialist, The 
Existentialist’s Guide, The Sartre 
Dictionary and How to Be Good.  
 
 
Theresa Helke  
Theresa Helke teaches 
at Smith College in the 
USA and Barwaaqo Uni-
versity in Somaliland. She 
earned a PhD at NUS/Yale-NUS 
College in Singapore, and served 
in the Peace Corps in Benin. She 
was born in the UK and grew up in 
the USA, Switzerland, and Austria 
as a third-culture kid. 
 
 

Terence Green 
Terence Green lives in 
the sleepy seaside vil-
lage of Eastbourne, New 

Zealand. By trade, he is, 
inadvertently, an historian. By 
degrees, he is a political philoso-
pher. He likes to pluck away at the 
guitar, bang away at the piano, 
take delight in flowers and pre-
tend he can still play football. 
 
 
Melissa Felder 
Melissa Felder is a 
writer and 
humorist/illustrator 
based out of Toronto, 
Canada. Melissa explores issues 
relating to art, philosophy and the 
environment. She has been a reg-
ular contributor to Philosophy 
Now since 2013. More of her work 
is available at simonandfinn.com

Regulars Poetry, Fun & Fiction
27 Question of the Month:  

What’s The Most Fundamental Value? 
Read readers’ most fundamental answers 

44 Interview: Michael Hauskeller 
talks with Annika Loebig about 
death and meaning 

46 Brief Lives: Anne Conway 
 Jonathan Head on Restoration reincarnation 
50 Letters to the Editor 
53 Philosophy Then: Existentialism in Iran 

Peter Adamson & Hanif Amin Beidokhti 
60 Tallis in Wonderland:  

The Riddle of the Sphincter 

 Raymond Tallis gets to the bottom of things 
66 Philosophical Haiku: Lyotard 

ripped apart by Terence Green   
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