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THE 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

T H E P E R S O N A L I S T I C C O N C E P T I O N O F N A T U R E . ^ 

I . 

T ^ H E pos i t ion of th is address as in ter lude i n a discussion of 

^ m e c h a n i s m a n d vi taHsm^ has de te rmined i ts s t a r t ing 

po in t . T h e first d i v i s i o n of the paper w i l l a t t emp t acco rd ing ly 

to trace the metamorphos is of v i t a l i s m in to personal ism a n d to 

show tha t th is psycholog ica l v i t a l i s m antagonizes no jus t i f i ed 

c l a i m of mechan i sm . T h e la ter d iv i s ions of the paper w i l l 

discuss the ph i losoph ica l na ture a n d the bases of a personal is t ic 

cosmology. 

A s the preceding discussion has made mos t clear, the out 

s t and ing d i f f i c u l t y i n the set t lement of the issue between mechan

i s m a n d v i t a l i s m is tha t each t e r m has been used i n r a d i c a l l y 

d i f fe ren t senses, o f t en fused b u t se ldom dis t inguished . I t 

fo l lows of course tha t one m a y be mechanis t or v i t a l i s t i n one 

m e a n i n g of the t e rm b u t not i n another of these senses; a n d i t 

fo l lows , equa l ly , tha t one m a y be a mechanis t i n one sense a n d a 

v i t a l i s t i n another . T h e three sets of contras ted meanings are, 

b r ie f ly , the f o l l o w i n g : ( i ) M e c h a n i s m , i n the first mean ing of 

the w o r d , describes the universe i n s t ruc tu ra l t e rms; v i t a l i s m , 

t aken i n the corresponding sense, conceives the universe f u n c 

t iona l ly , t ha t is, i n terms of re la t ion . (2) M e c h a n i s m i n the 

second sense is synonymous w i t h d e t e r m i n i s m ; wh i l e v i t a l i s m 
1 Read as the President's address at the eighteenth annual meeting of the Ameri

can Philosophical Association held at Harvard University, December 27-28, 1918. 
2 For the papers contributed by the leaders of this discussion, cf. this REVIEW, 

Vol. XXVII, pp. 571 ff. (Nov., 1918). 
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