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THE 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

I T H few exceptions, ph i losophers have p ronounced h o l y 

^ ^ ban u p o n change. T h e y have dr iven it fo r th f r o m the 

ha l l s o f the gods and compe l l ed it to wander disconsolate on a 

shard-s t rewn earth. 

W h e r e its defenders have appeared, the very vehemence of their 

l o y a l t y has been tes t imony to the ind ign i ty . 

O r d i n a r y though t has approved the s u m m a r y expu l s ion . 

F o r most men , at most t imes, reality, — behind, o r above, o r 

b e y o n d ou r experience, wherever or however it was though t to 

be, — has meant the permanent as against the transient. Indeed, 

even at the present day, deeply as we are possessed o f evo­

lu t iona l conceptions, we s t i l l h o l d the * fundamenta l , ' the ' essen­

tial,* to be the over-and-above, the e te rna l ly -beyond a l l change. 

A n d on the whole , there seems g o o d g r o u n d fo r a certain s u m ­

m a r y dismissal o f change as too p o o r fo r reali ty. T h a t m y 

experience, for example , * g r o w s ' f r o m day to day, that i n meet­

i n g the situations of m y life, I become increas ingly intell igent, 

may , indeed, be e n c o u r a g i n g ; but it sure ly cannot argue i n me 

perfect ion o f be ing . T h a t after certain years, m y power o f 

insight diminishes, that I g r o w more helpless o f judgment and of 

con t ro l , must s t i l l less argue perfect ion of being. T o be sure, 

s t r iv ing and part ial attainment m a y be better than complete ab­

sence of e f f o r t ; but it is a quest ion whether it is better than a 

life where, b y reason of completeness of being, s t r iv ing has no 

C H A N G E A N D T H E C H A N G E L E S S . 

Seemed to the holy festival 
The rash word boded ill to all.' 
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