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P H I L O S O P H I C A L REVIEW. 

T H E R E L A T I O N OF E S T H E T I C S TO P S Y C H O L O G Y 
A N D P H I L O S O P H Y / 

I F conventional divisions of time are to serve as means by 
which we may mark the movement of thought as it 

develops, we may well say that the nineteenth century saw a 
real awakening in relation to ^Esthetics among those who con­
cern themselves with accurate thinking, a coming to conscious­
ness, as it were, of the importance to the philosophy of life of the 
existence of beauty in the world, and of the sense of beauty in 
man. 

And with this awakening came a marked breadth of inquiry ; 
an attempt to throw the light given by psychological analysis 
upon the broad field of Esthetics, and an effort to grasp the rela­
tions of the realm in which beauty holds sway to Philosophy as 
a whole. 

That the questions thus presented to us have been answered, 
I imagine few, if any, would claim; rather may we say that the 
nineteenth century set the problems which it concerns the 
aesthetician of the twentieth century to solve ; and this without 
underestimating the value of the work of the masters in Esthetics 
who Hved and wrote in the century so lately closed, some of 
whom are fortunately with us still. 

Of these present problems M . Dessoir will treat in his address 
to follow mine; in the regretted absence of Professor Lipps the 
privilege has been granted to me to consider with you briefly 
the relations of Esthetics to Psychology and to Philosophy, 

1 Read before the Section of ^^sthetics of the Congress of Arts and Sciences, held 
at St. Louis, September 19-26, 1904. 


