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THE 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L R E V I E W . 

T H E T E S T O F P R A G M A T I S M . 

I N a recent number of The Popular Science Monthly^ the I ta l ian 

pragniatist , Pap in i , makes the v e r y s ignif icant statement 

that p ragmat i sm is rea l ly less a p h i l o s o p h y than a me thod of 

d o i n g wi thou t a phi losophy. '* F r o m this point of v iew, any 

cr i t ique of p r agma t i sm w o u l d p rove gratui tous. H o w e v e r , the 

doctrines o f p ragmat i sm are regarded i n m a n y quarters to -day i n 

a ve ry different l ight . Its adherents are not satisfied w i t h c o n ­

s ider ing it as a substitute for ph i l o sophy , but insist that it merits 

the name and the rank of the o n l y t rue p h i l o s o p h y as w e l l . 

I f p ragmat i sm is to j u s t i fy itself, i t must su re ly be able to 

satisfy the test to w h i c h it requires a l l other a l leged t ru th to be 

subjected. C a n it stand its o w n test? ' ' W h a t e v e r w o r k s is 

t rue ." D o e s p ragmat i sm measure up to this s tandard? Y e s 

and no . The re are so m a n y cases where t ru th is revealed b y the 

pragmat ic test eas i ly and ef fec tual ly , that i t is natural to f a l l into 

the error that here is the master-key that w i l l fit a l l l o c k s . I f 

one is los t i n the forest and wishes to find the true t ra i l , i f the 

machine is out of gear and needs adjustment, i f the c h i l d has a 

fever and needs an antipyret ic , i f the safe must be opened and 

o n l y the true combina t ion w i l l do it, — in a l l o f these an d in an 

innumerable number o f s imi la r cases, the cr i ter ion of a prac t ica l 

test b o t h discovers and proves the t ru th i n each instance. T h e r e 

has been too great a tendency on the part o f m a n y of the advo ­

cates of p ragmat i sm, however, to indu lge in the m e t h o d o f p roo f 

b y i l lus t ra t ion . T h e i l lustrat ions are fo r the most part apposite 

and conv inc ing as regards bo th the prevalence and the eff ic iency 

of the pragmat ic me thod over extensive areas o f though t and 
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