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,^T^ HILOSOPHT taken s e r i o u s l y i s a l l 
Trvrcng« In fa c t i f you take i t 
that TftTay you are no philosopher 

at a l l . So spake "the outstanding 
scholar of t he times" the other night 
to a gathering of the sons of Abraham 
and a handful of gentiles at the S t , 
Louis Young Men's Hebrew Association 

I And straightxmy Dr. Durant 
i to c a l l himself one 
i of these - a great 
! philosopher. He i s 
I too modest.Judged on 
his o\m c r i t e r i o n he 

proceeded 

This Issue 

i i s uncoromonly great, i 
Seren years he 

i spent in writing "The 
j Story of Pliilosophy". 
i More than a hundred 
I thousand copies have 
j sold, and navr he teQls 
; the Trorld that he did 
I not mean tobe sarious 
; when he 7JTote h i 3 " s t o -
: rybook". I t was a 
I mere means to give 
! him more time to play 
i with his l i t t l e g i r l . 
[ And he followed i t by 
; "The F a i l u r e of P h i l ¬
;osophy", for which he 

"Will Durant, An E d i t o r i a l 
Our NeTiT Cover, B.RoF. 

w i l l never - lold place to t h i s "schol 
a r l y " b i t of deceptive disproportion«. 

But he hasn't stopped yet. Along 
comes the American for March with " T I B 
Ten Greatest Thinkers" blazed across 
the cover. They are Confucius, Plato^ 
A r i s t o t l e , Aquinas, of whom Durant 
says, "We must quiet our prejudices 

and admit him to our 
ten. . Some hearts 
w i l l break at t h i s se
l e c t i o n , including 
the author's own»"The 
f i f t h i s Copernicus, 

How Are the Senses True 
Pierre B. Bouscaren 

A Volte Face in the 
French Academy 

Augustine C. Klaas 
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Happy Birthday? 
James M« Tainter 

F r i a r , S c i e n t i s t and 
Philosopher 

Arthui J . Walter 
The Philosophy of Sanity 

•Rilliam F. Ryan 

"passion" 
The Seminars 
Philosophers' Aoademy 

The Promise F u l f i l l e d 
Raymond H. "Witte 

New Books 
News and Views 

has such a 
But now he t e l l s us 
he Tra.sn't serious -
i t was only a joke; 
and his confession 
bears with i t some
thing of the r e l i e f 
.one might f e e l on having the ghost 
in the cemetery pull off his own 
;sheet. I f one can prescind e n t i r e l y 
ifrom content; his "Storybook" shouB 
i at le a s t serve now as a good colleo-
jtion of sentences for structure in a 
!school of journalism. For f i c t i o n wo 
' w i l l continue to read "Treasure Island 
' and the h\amor of "Alice i n 
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"who seemed to over~| 
throw Jacob's ladder! 
which f a i t h had b u i l t 
between angels end menj 
and made the earth, 
thought to be the 
footstool of God a 
minor s a t e l l i t e of a 
minor sun" . Then fol
low Francis Bacon, 
Nevfton, Voltaire "the 

j great emancipator of 
Ferney", Kant, and 

I l a s t l y Darwin "T/'ho 
made the world turn 
red with his doctrine 
of 'natural selectiai'j 
and whose advent madcl 
the old f a i t h f i g h f ' 
•BTo f i e r c e l y for i t s ' 
l i f e - and a losing 
b a t t l e . 

And these were 

?fon der land' 

chosen r u t h l e s s l y and dogmatically, 
without regard for prejudice or pre
ference - not "Durant men" but p h i l 
osophers and s c i e n t i s t s virho "by "their 
thinking have most influenced man
kind". But within the week the 
weather vane veered. In his Milwau
kee lecture Aquinas, chosen so objec¬
t i v e l y in the face of the author's 


